873 Broadway
New Yorlk, N,Y. 10003
December 24, 1965

FOR N,C., INTFORMATION

(The following is a transcript from tcope of Comrade Cannon's re-
marks during a vecent Los Angeles branch discussion of the Thaniis-
giving Anti-War Convention.)

I presume the assumption is that I was only 3,000 miles
away from Washington so I would know all about it. And that I can
give you all the dope, The fact is when the meeting occuired last
week I knew very little about the events in Washington, but just
enough from the genercl reports to make me curious as to what had
happened and decide to get a picture of the whole situation and
the forces at worl: before coming to a conclusion about it. That's
the best way to proceed on all questions.

What happened in Washington two or three weeks ago had
to be regarded as an incident in the long~drawn-out struggle in
which we are going to participate from now on. & struggle under
conditions of constant urgency the like of which has never before
been known by our movement or any other movement. Above all what's
new and different and what almost everybody understands is that the
bomb hangs over the world and the war we're talking about is the
nuclear war we are trying to head off. 1t's an atomic war which
sould not be just another war like the last two world wars in which
fmerica got f£at ond prosperous, but o war that could very well mark
notning less than the end of the adventure of the human race on
this plecnet.

I recall that when the formula for the production of
the Ili=-bomb was perfected and had been tested, Einstein wrote a mem=-
orandum to the President in which he said that it is now theoreti-
cally possible to destroy all life on the planet Earth. That seemed
like a far-fetched assumption at the time, but it has since been
repeated by practically all disinterested scientists. The movement
against this war ~- vhat is sometimes rather incorrectly called
the peace movement -~ which has grovm up out of this new situation
must be recognized also as 2 new phenomenon; a new movement which
is taking forms and intensities that we have not known in previous
wars, I am talking now about the war in Vietnam,

It's the first time in the knowledge of the present
generation that there has been an open, active protest movement
against a war in wortime. Prior to Vorld Wer I there was a
tremendous opposition against the entry of the United States into
the war but when the shooting started the movement evaporated. There
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was nothing left of it except the Socizlistsg, the IMT ond the
Anarchists, wiho werzs ferociously persecuted and suppressed from
the very beginning, In the Second World War there was no vocal
opposition at all except for some comscientious objectors and
our party. In the Xorean war, which I am sure most of you can
recall, the press of our party wzos thie only press that attacked
fLmerica's action,

Now we have a very widaspr ad and diverse protest move=-
ment against the wer while it is going on. That, I say, should
be recognized as 2 new phenomenon,

Anotier ney thing is that the dynamic militont action,
and even the leadership for the opposition to the present waor,
comes from tlie campus -« primarily from students. And thet, as
Zar as I know, is something quite new in this country. The
cecademic world never led anythiing of cny social consequence in
this country before, We have not had, as the other advanced
Western nountrz.cs have had a radical and gocicligtic student move-
ment we now se2 developdeg in this country,

Therz is also a2 new type of pocifism, The classic pac-
ifism we know whizlh Lenin denounced =g worse than useless, was a
pocifism tliat denounced war vntil ii started and then rallied
around the flaz. I don't know wi:etherx muny of you praseni here
L.ave seen that characteristic of tl.e old pacifism, as I recall it,
especially from the First World Uzxz, At that time there was 2
tremendous movemen: of opposition o America's entry into the
war., So strong was the popular sentiment that Yoodrow Wilson
was reelected to the Presidency primarily on the slogcn ''he
kept us out of war,'

Mony public speakers, politiciocns ond, of course,
preachkers, spoke against entry into the war., 1 can't forget the
effect it had upon us militants, Ue thought we had the populatlon
witl: us in our opposition ==~ until the declaration of war. Tken
everything went out of the movement 2ond the loudest pacifists
became the loudest patriots, richt cway. They 82id you don't
fight the govermment when it is 2t war. So thie pacifists Lcod sim-
ply led thie people up to the expectation of oprosition and then
led them dovm immediately.,

Wle hiave o sort of pacifipm today thot is still operative
,fter the shooting hos started. Tle hove an 2ctive war in Vietnam,
nidly esca 1at¢nf since last Februcyy when tley begon bombing
rlg 1t and left, but there is still o considerzble segment of
the pceifist movement that does not cease to protest. That's new.

‘l



-3

Now tl:is peace movement, 28 I have undertaken to ex-
amine it, has mony components and it behooves us as Marxist revolue
tionists to analyze the different segments of this movement and see
vhichk are useful, which can be considered as possible allies of
ours, and which 2re not and not to confuse the one with the other,
Lt first glance it i1s a very heterogeneous assortment of 211 kinds
of people., You ceven have & few people who are part of the politiesl
egtabligbment, such: ag Sznator Morse., They are against the war in
Vietnom not by any means as opponents but as advisers, on the ground
tiiat it is not a profitable war for the U.S. There is even, in my
ozinion, 2 considerzble segment of the ruling powers that hing grave
Joubts about the wisdom of the policy of the administrction on _
tiwe same grounds; that it's the wrong wor in the wrong nlaece, They
2re not ageinst tlie government or agoinst American imperxiclism, but
on the crounds of tactics, maneuver, time and circumstance, they
think this is not ti.e way to begin a showdown.

Then there 18 2 big assortment of others like the
SANEites -~ 1g that the right word for them? Those who moke up this
regpectable body of middleeclags people ield the Mareh in Washington
a few wecsks ago, They want to mcoke it clear that they are not
against the govermment and they are not in favor, by any means, of
ti:e revolutionary »neople of Vietnam, but would like the govermment
to get out of the situation throusl: negotiations. This implies
that Americans have a right to be there im the first place, and it's
jugt & question of Largaining back cnd forth as to how long they
stay, how much they keep of that country, and hiow much of it they
destroy.

Noww I don't consider these people allies of the revolu~
tionary workers. On the contrary, a year or 80 ago they conducted
an enormoug witchi=hunt in their organizotion to drive out everybody
sugpected of being reds. The Communist Party veople had been
sneaking into their local assemblases cond calling themselves
SLNBites, and 21l tihat was needed was for one Jim Crow senator to
cet up on the floor of Congress and denounce one of the people in
an organizing committee in New York to Jlust scare the lights out
of them and they started a wholesale purge of their organization,
And the March they held in Washington o feow weeks ago was a very
polite cffair. They had some trouble with the people wiio wanted
to carry genuine antiewar slogang like the central slegon: Dring
the Troops liome Now, and even some who wantzd to carry the flag of
ti:e National Liberation Front. They were in o quandary as to whether
ti:ey should call the cops or counter-balonce this scandalous per-
formoance some other woy. So they worked out a system of surrounding
tl.e flage of the Natiomal Liberation Front with a little American
flag. This was to make it clear to thie President that they were
vith him and not with them.
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The Socizl Democrats and the Stalinists are also nego-
tiators, not v2al owmonents of the wor., There are some indenendents
and these are some of the most important peoplz in the movement,
espaclally new young people who Lave never been a part of any of
the sectors of thwe rraditional radical movement ond wio are sin-
cerely opposed o tl.e war and want to do something cboui it but have
not yet found cny definite political idzology. And tlien, of course,
you have the ravolutionary socizlists represented Ly our party.

I clin!: the party is proceeding correctly in its attempt
to coonerate in action with 2nybody wro will heln to make 2 demon-
stration against the war, vhile at tie same time making it cleor
they stond forx certain definite slogons which reslly means opposition
o the war, =&sgpeciclly 2 slosan wiich means that fmeriza has no
ripht whatever in South Vietnam ~- and that is the slogon: Sxing
the Troops llom2 Now, In nmy opinion, tl:at is tlhe corr2ct slogon.

I don't sze how any revolutionist could oppose it. It Is a revolu-
tionary slogan. A4nd it is the one tlhe party and the youth thinl

is the proper one around which to rally the reclly militant and
2arnest opposition to the continuin: wox,

Ti:is slogen appealed to me ricsht away, partly out of
nostalgia because this ig not tiie fivrst time it was roised Ly the
socialigt movement in this counti, lion Wilson sent Zmerican troops
across the Mexizan Lorder in tlhie neriod ‘uvst before our entry into
tiic First Yforld “lar, the Socialist Pariy called on emexeency meeting
of its National Committee and adopted a HManifesto whicl: bore the
title: "Withidraw the Troops,' Tiat was the essznce of the demand
upon the govermmeni; cet out of Merrico and stay out of Mexrico, That
wos 21l the situvation called for, ond it crzated both the basis ifor
orsonizing the broadest opposition of people who were really a2goinst
this monstrovs attack upon the Mexlcan people and at the same time
made no concession vhatever in principle because the withidrawzl of
the troops sirnified the victory of the Mericaons.

Uhen we entered the Yoxean war, as far as I lnow the
only naper in the country thot come out with a forihrisit Jdenunciae
tion of the war and ¢ demand which incorporated all thot was neces-
saxy from a revolutionary point of view, was our paper the Militant,
I wvas approinted by the P,C, to write on Open letter to tliz President
and the members of Congress. 4And thisg letter contained the demand:
"Aring the fmerizan soldizrs out of Xoxea and let tle Xorean people
clone to settle their owm affairs.” It never entered anybody's head
so far as I know oxr Lieard, to succest that this was not fully adequate
2s an expression oI our support to ti.2 Xoreoan people 2and our op-
rosition to our ovm governnent.

So I think tliat slogan whiclhi our comrades lLiove settle
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on 8 the centzul, notlvating zcznt for the brilding of 2 genuine
cnti-yor movement, stands vp boti: Historizally and Zox tie needs

of the present day. I don't zhinl: tiot's the purpose of the poli-
ticzl elaments In ¢l.2 so=-colled waace novement beside ouxselwes
cnd some of tie poclfists ond indenendents, As far 28 I con make

out both Ly »ogt experience 2nd pregent operctions, thz Ctalinists
and tle Jocicl Zomocrots cre primarlily concerned with gecying the
so-cclled pacee movement towsrd the pert zlection campairsn for
“secce® condidates, ond pecce candllintes can be any kind of molitical
Zoker who will soy Le is in favor of necotictlons while the twvoops
cwe gtlll tlere and still bombing the peornle., Ii's on Inpoxtant
Jrestion wi.gl

tancleczly de

they will be able to tole this inchoates ond

zoece movement Jdovm tle L1lind 2lley of coalition
wolitics oxr wi o big section of ti.z movement will vespond to
s diZferent slocon ond a diffevent line of cction.
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ti:e reports tlat we ot from
~ 3
1

I wce srectly impressed by i a
ti.e2 Tashvinzton conference. I om not spacking now of ti.e llnvcl: oreane
1

(3 &
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Ized Ly SANE Dut o the conference colled by the Natlonal Coordinc-
ting Committee, witl: delegeotes from vorious elements of tiiz pec:ze
nmovenent. I wes Inmpressed by the feeling thot tiids wos 2 nsw
political expesrience for tiie youngzer generation of revoluilonists,
Ti:is is the Ifirst time tley have uod o serious confrontation with
3oliticcl opponents on o naotional scale, This marks tiie emergence

of our small porty Zrom previous Isolciion toward tlie center of
vlat radicalism there is in the country. It is the first opportunity

ti.ey have Lad to learn ot fizst lond vhat it means to Jezl with
rolitical owponents who ara nresuncbly all uvnited in tl.2 scme wonders

ful caap ~-- vnity, zosi:, it's wonderful -= bLut in actuality have
entirely diiferznt objectives. T.iey learned Low o Liandle thiem~
eives when tl.ey meet these opponents ai close range. Thaot I con-
gider o great viztoxry Zor our young zonrades., They were an active

nort in the preparations of this sctuering ocnd th:ey partic
it 28 revolutionists, And they lezrned something that could not be
laarned fully out of books., Some tiiings lave to Le lezrned in

cxperience, altuougi: the booke l:2lp to prepcore for Chem,
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I wezall talking witi: Tvotsky =~ on o delesction that
went to see Liim in 1938 in preparation for tie Founding Conference
of the Fourth International -- cobout tiie erperience we lod “ust
£inighed in tha Joclalist Party. Iie vere drawing the bolonce slicet
on wixat had Leen achileved ox not aclilevad, and lLie wanted o very Full
ond detziled repori., I reczll hLils remorking tlet he wae well plecsed
S3 Le vecruits, thiwe foct ot we hnd

(™
ept our own Zoxces Intact and hod zoined sone new forces. And
i:@ evnerience, Those wio have

.2 said, ti:e principal goin is the e
been through thils euperience of o direct confrontation with centrists
quized somethiing tliat conmot b2

ond right-wing socizlists, have ac
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lost. That is necessary for the full development of a revolutionary
political leadership.

I think that is the big goin out of the Washington Con=-
ference. And even nistakes that could have been made orx defeats
suffered can be turned to good account if it's all understood and
assimilated as part of the experience.

)

As to wvhat really happened in Vashington, we had con-
flicting reports. At first I was surprised to hear our delegate
come back and say we had done very well there. Then I heard other
reports, some comrades thought a terrible mistoke had been made and
a catastrophe had overtaken us because we had run head-on into a
battle with the majority of the steering committee and others there.
So I thought the best thing I could do was to try to f£ind out what
hiad happened.

I read in my attempt to inform myself about all aspects
of the event. I studied the National Guordian. I studied the
Militant, the People'’s World and the New Republic. I heard the

reports of Comrade Derrel and 1 read the zcccount of the Conference in
this llewsletter of the National Cauvcus for the organization of in-
dependent committees united on the slogan of withdraw the troops

now. And I also read -- you don't lmnow how thorough I am when I am
looking for information as to who really hid the body =-- I even read
the circular letter distributed by o vnited combination of two people
hiere, the Spartacist and the Wolforihiites and the Phillips tract.

I cven read a couple of copies of the Bulletin of the Fourth Inter-
notional printed by & couple of other people in New York. And every-
thiing I read cxcept the Militant seemed to point directly at the
Trotshkyites in Uashington as the people who had committed the crime.
And I was just about to say it loolis like o perfect case =~ because
it was so unanimous ~-=- until I remembered that I am a Perry lason
fan end that I have often noticed the one who is accused of the

cirime turns out to be innocent, and the dirty dog who did the job
fixed things so that he could clear himself and tkrow the suspicion
on an innocent man,

The minute I read the Guardian -- being a politician --
and knowing what the Guardiam is and how it has been evolving, I said,
that's a poisonously slanted article, It's aimed with deadly malice
to compromise what they call -- quoting others -- the "Trotskyite
splitters.” Thet put me on guard. Then I later got hold of the
People's tlorld, published up here in San Francisco, and I vead their
account; how everybody was for unity cxcept some disgruntled and
disruptive minority that they didn't cven diznify by naming. The
Grardian did; they said we had been denounced as "Trotskyite splitters.
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The Pcople's Uorld informed me that Dave Dellinger
and Professox Staushton Lynd of Liberation magazine worked with
Commtmist Party 30103 te Ar nold Joimson and Irvzng Beinin of
the Lower East Side llobilization for Peace Action, and many others

o f£ind a common 3round for agreement. Now the minute I saw just
hat paragraph infoiming me that Arnold Johnson was working dowm
there, and that he was backed vp by Deinin, I knew there wks sone-
thing crooked going on. Deccuse I lknow who Johnson is; he's the
rgan,z*tlon secreiary of the Stalinist party. I know vho Bcinin
s

is. 1MHe's the ex-Cochranite who has been making a profession of
vaiting Trotsky sn ever since he got hkicked out of the party twelve
years ago. I lmow that he's identified not merely with the Guecrdian
but with the right-wing group wvhich has recently conducted the

siringz of the Guardian to the right.
was
Another report I goi_/o~ a neeting dovm in Ilouston, Texas,
which one of our conmrades oy accident attendeo ‘e told me they
hiad received before the conference a letter from the SDS ofiice in
Ilewr York tlnp ing them off about the Trotskyists and preparing them

for a fight.

So out of all this 2 cleaver picture cmerged. A4nd if
5@339 riticize our comrades whio were in charge of 'he fight in
?éshfabf it would perhans be Zor a fault that is hard to avoid
in the hbsence of cuperience of tiis sort, Tha

I it is, the under-
estimation of political opponents; an cssumption that cverything is
coing to be on the level, which is 2 very bad assumption when you
have Stalinists aond Social Demociaiis to deal withh, They may pos=-
sibly have been caught by surprise.

I didn't doubt for onec minute about the ambush being
prepared after I heard that several weelis before the conference was
held the Daily Worker and thie People's World suddenly began to pro-
note the conference in high gear. I Lnow what that mecens. I don't
have the slightest doubt that “hey stacled the convention with
every kind of delegate Fﬁ;m every kind of paper organization they
could mobilize. I don't doubt that they stacked the steering com-
mittee, that they rigged the cgenda, in such a way that the dele-

gates of muny indenendent commitices and our own people ran into
a prepared fight in which there was xoon for everything cicept the
one thing they were most lvte'ested in, That was promoting the
al slogan o: the anti-uar movement, "'Bring the Troops llome Now.™
And of the right and nnceSSLLv oi bhﬂ lndependent committeces

organized under thait slogan te unite themselves nationalily.

Jur operations and those of the caucus were called
"splitting move," I you examine the evidence of that convention
t's the most fantastic accusation imaginable., Splitting what?
very tendency represented in that convention had its national or-

=1 e D
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gomivation., There were the DuBois Clubs, S.D,S., Women's Strike
for Peace, the Cgmeitiece for Non-Violent Action, the Communist
Party and many others. But the independent committees who have
adopted the contral slogan which tests vhether you are really ser-
ious about opposing American imperialism, the war, or not, that is
the withdrawal of the troops, were denied the right to orgenize
themselves., There was no provision on the agenda or any of the
wvorkshops to even discuss that question and take it to a vote.

I'1l admit my ignorance -~ I asked what i1s this Hational
Coordinating Committee anyhow? From the reports we got about splits,
splits, splits I thought maybe there was a national orgaenization
that wve were brealiing up. 1It's not 2 national organization at all,
It's just what its name says: it's a national coordinating committee.
And where did it come from? Wherxe was it elected? It wasn't elec-
ted anywhere. It's a self-appointed committee constituted in
Washington a few months ago at the Conference of Unrepresented
People. It has headquarters in Wisconsin, and it has as its presie-
dent or chairman a mon named Emspacl:,

How that rang a bell for me. I have heard that name be~
fore., It isn't the same Emspack I am told. He's the son, and from
2ll accounts, a chip off the old block. Imspack was a Stalinist
hack; he was the secretary of the United Electrical Workers Union.
Emspack was the central figure in 1941, when we came to open warfare
in Minneapolis in the split witi Tobin, who blocked the issuance of
& CIO charter to the Minneapolis Local of the Teamsters who wanted
to join the CIO, But the charter was issued to us == not by the
CI0 -~ there it was blocked by Imgpack. There's your Stalinist
hacks...ft was issued by District 50 of the United Mineworkers Union.
S0 in order to get into the CIO in the heyday of the Stalinists,
the Teamsters had to join the Miners.

All this aroused the natural suspicion that proved to
be a reality; that the NCC is in fact stacked and rigged and con-
trolled by Stalinists, and it's not an organization. It's a com-
mittee, an unelected committee. It's not like a union or a political
party or a cooperative or fraternal order; it's just what its name
says == a coordinating committee to coordinate the activities of
other organizations in the peace movement. And all tendencies have
the right to have their own national organization. But the inde-
pendent committees to end the war in Vietnam, who adopted the
fighting slogan, Bring the Troops liome Now, when they ask to have
o gathering to digscuss the proposal that they should oirganize them-
selves nationally, they were denounced as "'splitters."

Well, I think thot is crooked. I think the slogan of
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Bring the Troops llone low is an absolutely correct slogan, the one
upon which you can organize an anti-war movement that rezlly means
business. Anybody wio will not adopt that slogan isn't weally
fighting the war. Decouse 1f you agree to leave the American
troops there, with all their cquipment, there is ncver going to be
any peace or independence #or the Vietnamese people.

I thinli our comrades were correct to adopt that slogan
and their militancy at the conference and their refusal to be
bluffed or bulidozed is quite admirzcble, All the morc so that they
were perhaps talken by surprise and Ladn't had previous crpericnce
with what the pewridy of Stclinism and the Socizl Democracy is
really 1like. I will grarantee you that they will never be talen
by surprise again.

These are permanent assets vhich speak well for the

frture., Whetlier gsome error or misstep of a tactical character was
nade in the heat of the fight I would not be competent to judge

at this distance. Dut coven so, tactical mistakes or setbacks or
defeats can be corrected as long as the principal line is coxvect
and 2s long as we don't get stubborn, vhen we do make a mistale,
trying to rectiify it by doing the same thing over again.

> o5 I know was settled at this
no slogan was approved or re=-

L
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Nothing definite cs Fx
conference. WMo policy was adopted;
jected. They just met; they tallzed -- and attacked the Trotshkyites
-- and the only motion of any consoquence that was passed that I
could discern from what I studied, was to call some new deomonstra-
tions in March ond to support the demonstrations in the South in
February., I oresume we will participate in that.

00O o0

Ilo formal orgenization was constituted. So how ca
vou split the ICC? It's only a coordincting committee. And not
only was it not elected when first constituted, it was not cven
clected zt thils conference. It's rigged and stacked with represen-
tetives of god-kmows-vhat kind of crganizations. With a Stalinist
at the head of it. And anybody that will put any confidence in
the fairness aond justice or revolutionary militancy of such a com-
mittee has my sympathy, He badly needs attention -- and not the
kind I can give, because I am not what they czll a head-shrinker.

finite program. Anybody that's for peace is en-
g

it ented on the Committec, Ho Lformal organization;
all the loczl orgenizations have theiir own autonomy. Io clected
ry

nution?l officers, Just a National Coordinating Commiitee. I
wouldn't worry about accusations on trying to split that outfit --

because our people didn't split. The accusation is false. They
stayed in the convention o the end, and they openly announced they

vere organizing 2 caucus of peonle who stood for the idea and the
Slogan: Bring the Troops Home llow. 4And the right of these inde-
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pendent comnittees operating under this slogan to form a national
oxrganization of their own and to affiliate to the NCC like the
otlrer nationcl organizaiions, such as the Women's Strike for Peace
and others,

Wow, I read the first llewsletter and thought it was well
reitten, very intelligent and an honest report of the convention.
Their proposals scemed sound to me from a revolutionary point of
viewv. It remains to be seen vhether they will be successiul in their
endeavor to create a national orgonization of independent committees
on this slogen, or whether they will receive a setback. Experience
will tell us. Dut if there is a setback or defeat I thinl: our com-
ades will Imow how to recuperate from it and plan other tactics.
Taetics can be caanged if you've got the rlght line and knotw how to

little flexzible in your tactics, you ‘re not easily destroyed.

The whole,&nti-war novement is, as I see it, at a very
al stage, because the war is ecscalating. The more the war

es the more pressure will be blought upon the movement to con-
form. The veh;l*nﬁs and the negotiators and all the others will
talk in softer and softer voices until you can't even hear them
whisper any more. And the militants will get hardened and they'll
get new recruits because every time the word gets out of another
soldier killed there is his family and friends who hear about it.

And the public opposition to the scngseless slaughter will grow up and
there will be new vecruits. And the end of the movement, as far as

I can see it, can only be toward more militency and more assertion
of the types showm by our caucus znd our associates in Washington.
4nd they will then have to seriously look from the campus where
things started to the sources of pover of the social struggle --
cmong, the less pr*valeaed vorkers in the first place and eventually
tovard the organized vorkers.

And out of that I think we can see the beginnings of a
new radical movement which raises great perspectives of woxld-
historical significance for America, the most backward of countries
in all things that concern culture, intelligence and socizl aware-

ness. That American finally is nroducipf a revolutionary and
radlcul groun ing on the campuses of this country. TFrom the begin-
ning of the socialisi movement we have understood, and our fathers

before us, tnat the power that can change society is tiwe working
class. But we undersiood also that from other classes could come
vhat the Communist lionifesto calls elements of enlightonment and
progress.

e should not forget thet Marz and Engels began as
students., We sihouldn't forget that liarx: and Engels and Lenin and
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Trotsky -- and practically all the leaders of the Russian Revolu-
tion -~ began os situdents in the colleges., And it really almost
takes your breath awey =-- the prospect that we may be on the verge
of a period when o new elite is taling shape among the student
bodies across thiis vast country. They will find their way to
collaboration with the working class in this country and bring
witu thom the tenefits of their talents and education. They
will contribute new thinkers, new writeirs, new orators, and
new agicctors who lmow how to identify themselves with the working
class movement. I think we will not neglect that field and I
think thet we have made a good start alrcady with the organization
g_kd development of our Young Sociclist Alliance.
I think that the experience in Washington -- regcrdless
of what mistalies in tactics here and there mlgpt liave been made ~=-
has to be regarded as a great achievement for our movenent.
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